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To  the  Market  Harborough  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report,  together 
with  that  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  4,787  acres,  and  it  is  situated  in  the 
Welland  Valley  on  the  borders  of  Leicestershire  and  Northamp¬ 
tonshire.  The  chief  industries  carried  on  in  the  area  include  the 
manufacture  of  corsets,  dried  foods,  rubber  goods,  accumulators, 
type,  bolts  and  nuts,  wood  turnery  and  pumps,  soles  and  heels 
for  shoe  trade,  aircraft  components,  brushes,  steel  rules  for  carton 
work,  and  brass  rules  for  printing.  There  are  also  timber  mills 
in  the  district,  and  premises  for  the  dressing  of  leather,  silk 
weaving,  sheet  metal  working  and  constructional  engineering.  A 
large  cattle  market  in  the  town  serves  the  surrounding  rural 
districts.  There  are  no  trades  especially  dangerous  to  health. 

STATISTICS. 

Area  .  4,787  Acres. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  esti¬ 
mate  for  1937)  9,424 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  (end  of 

1937)  according  to  Rate  Books  •••  2,710 

Rateable  Value  .  ^61,565 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  . . .  ^242 
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Vital  Statistics—  There  has  been  a  big  drop  in  the  number  of 
births— from  121  to  104.  The  birth  rate  of  11.0  is  considerably 
lower  than  that  of  the  whole  country,  which  is  14.9.  The  death 
rate  is  13.6,  that  for  the  whole  country  being  12.4. 


Birth 

Rate  (per  1,000 

population) 

M.H.U.D. 

11.0 

England 
and  Wales. 

14.9 

Death 

Rate  ,, 

y  y  ... 

13.6 

12.4 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 
live  births) 

(per  1,000 

38.4 

58.0 

Total 

M. 

!  F. 

Live  Births  * 

Legitimate 

102 

52 

50 

k  Illegitimate 

2 

0 

2 

1 

' 

Still  Births  < 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

2 

'  Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths 

•••  •••  ••• 

129 

59 

70 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 


Rate  per  1,000 
births 


Rate  per  1,000 
population 


11.0 


37.0 


13.6 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Sepsis  .  0 

Other  Causes  .  1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : —  38.4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  .  26 

,,  ,,  Measles .  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  .  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) .  0 
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Amongst  the  causes  of  death  at  all  ages  are  :  — 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .  9 

Heart  Disease  .  ...  27 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  9 

Cancer  death  rate  2.7  per  1,000  population. 

Maternity  Mortality  :  — 

One  maternal  death  occurred  from  a  complication  of  labour 
other  than  sepsis.  No  deaths  from  puerperal  fever  took  place. 

health  services. 

Public  Health  Officers  :  — 


Part  or 
whole  time 

Salary 

Qualifications 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Part 

Yes 

M.D. 

Sanitary  Inspector . 

Whole 

Yes 

M.R.  San. I.,  Meat 
and  Smoke 
Certificates. 

Health  Visitor  . 

Whole 

Yes 

C.M.B.  Queen’s 
Certificate. 
Qualified  Nurse. 

Midwife . 

Part 

Subsidy 

C.M.B. 

Laboratory  Facilities  : — 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  in 
the  County  Council’s  Laboratory  :  the  examinations  made  during 
the  year  include  :  — 

Milk  Examinations  .  60 

Sputa  for  T.B.  .  41 

Wasserman  Tests  .  7 

Sewage  and  Water  Analyses  .  11 

Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  .  30 

Films  for  Gonococci . 2 
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Ambulance  Facilities  :  — 

There  is  a  very  efficient  branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Division,  who  have  two  well-equipped  wagons.  Ambulances  for 
infectious  diseases  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  Fever 
Hospitals. 

Nursing  and  Clinics  :  — 

There  has  been  no  home-nursing  provided  by  the  Council, 
and  there  are  no  clinics  in  the  district. 

Hospitals  :  — 

There  is  one  Voluntary  Hospital  in  the  district,  which  pro¬ 
vides  a  District  Nurse.  There  is  also  a  large  Infirmary  in  charge 
of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : — • 

There  is  one  Midwife  practising  in  the  district  who  receives  a 
subsidy  from  the  Council,  besides  others  who  practice  privately. 
The  Maternity  Ward  at  the  Hospital,  which  was  opened  a  year 
ago,  receives  patients  from  outside  as  well  as  from  within  the 
Urban  District.  The  Council  make  an  annual  grant  towards  the 
maintenance  of  this  Ward  for  the  purpose  of  providing  institu¬ 
tional  treatment  for  necessitous  cases.  The  demand  for  accommo¬ 
dation  in  this  Ward  has  so  far  exceeded  its  capacity  that  bookings 
have  had  to  be  restricted  in  number,  and  as  the  requests  for 
admission  have  been  so  numerous,  the  Hospital  Committee  have 
launched  an  appeal  for  funds  to  build  a  new  separate  maternity 
block  in  connection  with  the  Hospital  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
erected  in  the  near  future. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  maintained  by  the  Council.  It 
is  worked  by  a  committee  of  ladies,  two  of  whom  are  co-opted 
on  to  the  committee  of  the  Council.  The  Centre  is  open  one  day 
every  week  under  the  charge  of  the  Health  Visitor,  and  the 
Medical  Officer  attends  every  other  week.  The  Centre  continues 
to  be  well  attended  by  mothers,  children,  and  expectant  mothers. 
The  Health  Visitor  visits  all  new-born  infants  and  continues 
regular  home  visits  until  the  children  reach  school  age. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — No  extensions  have  been  made  to  public  mains  other  than 
small  lengths  on  new  building  estates.  Ample  supplies  were 
available  throughout  the  year,  the  ten  wells  being  used  inter¬ 
mittently  to  avoid  overflowing,  and  at  the  same  time  conserv¬ 
ing  water  in  all  of  them  as  a  precaution  against  drought. 
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The  half-yearly  analysis  in  November  showed  the  com¬ 
bined  waters  to  have  a  rather  larger  albuminoid  ammonia 
content  than  usual,  and  individual  analyses  were  immediately 
made  in  an  endeavour  to  trace  the  origin.  These  revealed 
that  the  two  wells  at  Glebe  Farm  Works  were  on  the  “border 
line,”  the  report  from  the  Leicestershire  County  Council 
Health  Department  showing  as  follows  :  — 


Free 

Ammonia. 

Albuminoid 

Ammonia. 

Chlorides. 

Nitrates. 

No.  9 

0.002 

0.008 

1.0 

0.68 

No.  10 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1.0 

0.1 

“In  an  examination  for  the  presence  of  B.Coli  qualita¬ 
tively  No.  9  showed  none  of  these  organisms,  but  in  No.  10 
there  was  evidence  of  these  organisms  in  10  c.c.’s  though  not 
to  a  very  marked  degree.” 

Samples  from  the  town  mains  and  wells  9  and  10  were 
again  submitted  after  an  interval  of  seven  days,  and  the  report 
was  :  — 


Free 

Ammonia. 

Albuminoid 

Ammonia. 

Chlorides. 

Nitrates. 

Town  Mains 

0.002 

0.008 

1.0 

0.1 

No.  9 

Nil. 

0.002 

1.0 

0.09 

No.  10  ... 

0.002 

0.002 

1.0 

0.09 

“The  chemical  analysis  of  these  samples  shows  there  is 
some  improvement  in  Well  No.  9.  With  regard  to  the  town 
supply  the  albuminoid  ammonia  is  again  just  on  the  border 
line,  but  it  is  by  no  means  an  unsatisfactory  water.  Neither 
of  these  two  showed  any  B.Coli  in  10  c.c.’s.  The  sample 
from  No.  10  shows  quite  a  good  chemical  analysis,  but  there  is 
still  slight  evidence  of  the  presence  of  B.Coli.” 

After  a  few  days’  interval  a  further  sample  of  water  from 
Well  No.  10  was  submitted  to  the  County  Health  Department, 
and  the  report,  dated  December  15th,  1937,  says  : — “The 
sample  of  water  from  Well  No.  10  appeared  to  be  quite  free 
from  B.Coli  in  100  millilitres  (c.c.’s).” 

The  water,  which  had  been  cut  off  from  the  town  supply, 
was  after  the  receipt  of  satisfactory  reports  again  taken  into 
service. 
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A  constant  watch  is  being  kept  on  the  quality  of  the 
water,  and  samples  are  taken  for  analysis  at  intervals. 


Sixty-four  houses  in  the  district  derive  their  supply  from 
twenty-nine  private  wells,  and  the  remainder  are  connected 
to  the  public  piped  supply.  Thirty  samples  of  water  from 
these  wells  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  pollution  and 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — There  have  been  no  extensions  either 
to  the  public  sewers  or  the  disposal  works  during  the  year. 
The  latter  have  functioned  satisfactorily  throughout,  and 
there  are  no  matters  of  any  importance  to  report.  Samples  of 
effluents  are  taken  almost  daily,  and  tests  made  for  chlorides 
and  oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hours.  The  land,  which  is 
treated  on  the  broad  irrigation  system,  is  divided  into  sections, 
and  these  are  used  in  regular  rotation,  the  periods  of  use  and 
rest  being  regulated  by  the  tests  made. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — No  instance  of  river  pollution  necessitating 
action  has  been  brought  to  notice  during  the  year. 


Closet  Accommodation. — Ninety-one  water  closets  have  been 
added  to  the  sewerage  system,  making  the  present  total  3,759 
approximately.  Three  privies  and  some  twenty  pail  and 
chemical  closets  are  in  existence  at  properties  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  sewers. 


Public  Cleansing. — The  cleansing  of  privies  and  pail-closets, 
referred  to  under  the  previous  sub-head,  is  carried  out  by  the 
occupiers  of  the  premises.  A  weekly  collection  of  house 
refuse  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  by  means  of  an  S.D. 
Freighter  motor  vehicle  of  seven  cubic  yards  capacity.  Trade 
refuse  is  regularly  removed  from  28  premises  at  a  charge  in 
accordance  with  the  scale  adopted,  and  refuse  delivered  by  the 
trader  is  disposed  of  without  charge.  The  whole  of  the  houses 
in  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  4  houses  served  by  3  ash¬ 
pits,  are  provided  with  dustbins.  During  the  past  year  162 
new  dustbins  have  been  supplied  by  owners  of  property  to 
replace  those  worn  out.  The  approximate  quantity  of  refuse 
received  at  the  Destructor  during  the  year  was  as  follows  :  — 
House  Refuse  1,892  tons.  Trade  Refuse  556  tons.  Incom¬ 
bustible  Refuse  is  deposited  in  a  disused  clay  pit. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 
Inspections  :  — 

Dwelling-houses  (for  all  purposes) .  2,128 

Tents,  Vans,  etc.  (used  for  human  habitation) .  6 

Slaughter-houses  .  795 

Food  Shops,  Stores,  Stalls,  Bakehouses,  etc.  .  510 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  . 64 

Offensive  Trades  .  18 

Animal  Keeping  .  37 

Workshops,  etc.  .  75 

Petrol  and  Carbide  Stores  .  43 

Other  Premises  .  151 

Secondary  Visits  .  1,202 

Sundry  Items  :  — 

Complaints  Investigated  .  175 

Drain  Tests  .  2 

Informal  Notices  Served .  492 

Statutory  Notices  Served .  3 

Dwelling-houses  :  — 

Dampness  Remedied  .  9 

Rooms  Repaired,  Papered,  etc.  .  32 

Doors,  Windows,  Floors,  etc.,  Repaired  .  19 

Roofs  Repaired  .  13 

Rainwater  Fittings  Repaired  .  4 

Walls  Repaired  Externally  .  14 

Yard  and  Passage  Paving  Repaired  .  6 

Drains  Repaired,  Relaid  or  Unstopped .  30 

Sanitary  or  Water  Fittings  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  30 

Other  Defects  Remedied  .  7 

Workshops  :  — 

Sanitary  Convenience  Provided  .  1 

,,  ,,  Improved  .  2 

Drains  and  Other  Defects  Remedied  .  2 

Petrol  and  Carbide  Stores  :  — 

New  Store  Erected  .  1 

Contraventions  Dealt  with  .  13 

No.  of  Quantity 

Licences.  Licensed. 

Petroleum  Spirit  34  48,750  gallons. 

Carbide  of  Calcium  4  1,710  lbs. 
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Miscellaneous  Nuisances ,  etc.  :  — 

Offensive  Accumulations  Removed  . 

Dangerous  Structures  Made  Safe  . 

Animal  Keeping  Nuisances  Abated  . 

Drains  and  Sanitary  Fittings  Repaired . 

Verminous  Rooms  Treated  . 

,,  Persons  Cleansed  . 

Infected  Rooms  Fumigated  . 

Articles  of  Bedding  and  Wearing  Apparel  Steam 

Disinfected  . 

Articles  of  Bedding  and  Wearing  Apparel  Destroyed  ... 

Other  Defects  Remedied  . 

Common  Lodging-houses  : — 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  used  for  Human  Habitation  :  — 

Action  was  taken  under  the  Byelaws  owing  to  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  conditions  having  arisen  as  a  result  of  the  visit  of  a 
Pleasure  Fair. 

Rats  and  Mice  ( Destruction )  Act,  1919  :  — 

Posters  supplied  by  the  Leicestershire  County  Council 
were  exhibited  throughout  the  district  calling  attention  to 
National  Rat  Week. 

Complaints  regarding  the  presence  of  numerous  rats  in 
old  properties  and  business  premises  near  the  centre  of  the 
town  were  received  in  November  and  forwarded  to  the  County 
Council,  who  caused  an  inspection  to  be  made  and  other 
appropriate  action  taken  with  good  results.  Red  Squill  baits 
were  laid  where  necessary  on  land,  etc.,  owned  or  occupied 
by  the  Council,  and  advice  was  given  or  informal  action  taken 
in  respect  of  49  infestations  of  rats  or  mice  during  the  year 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911-1928. 

Rag  flock,  guaranteed  as  conforming  with  the  required 
standard  of  cleanliness,  is  sold  in  ready-made  articles  by  five 
tradesmen,  four  of  whom  also  use  rag  flock  supplied  by  reput¬ 
able  firms  for  upholstering  purposes. 

Special  Classes  of  Premises  and  Occupations  subject  to  control  by 
the  Local  Authority  :  — 

Trade.  No.  in  District. 

Fish  Frier  .  5 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealer  .  4 


30 

4 
2 
o 

76 

5 
64 

396 

120 

16 
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Three  written  consents  to  establishing  the  trade  of  fish 
frier  have  been  renewed,  one  in  respect  of  premises  and  two 
regarding  mobile  shops  and  saloons.  Two  written  consents 
have  been  issued  to  rag  and  bone  dealers,  one  in  relation  to  an 
extension  of  an  existing  business,  and  the  other  a  newly- 
established  business.  The  remaining  premises  of  both  trades 
were  in  use  prior  to  the  adoption  of  Byelaws.  One  building 
ceased  to  be  used  for  carrying  on  the  trade  of  a  fish  frier. 

Shops  : — 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  in  relation  to  new  shops  and  con¬ 
version  of  existing  premises,  and  visits  have  been  made 
periodically  to  other  premises.  In  May  a  report  upon  the 
administration  of  the  Act  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  with  a  view  to  facilitating  the  work  of  dealing  with 
contraventions  discovered  during  inspection  of  premises. 
Two  contraventions  in  regard  to  ventilation  and  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  have  been  rectified,  and  a  complete  survey  has  now 
commenced. 

Smoke  Abatement  :  — 

Eleven  complaints  as  to  nuisance  arising  from  the 
emission  of  smoke  or  the  deposit  of  soot,  ash  or  grit  were  in¬ 
vestigated,  and  fifty-nine  observations  of  chimneys  and  visits 
to  boiler  plants  or  furnaces  were  carried  out.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  take  action  in  eight  instances  of  excessive  smoke, 
etc.,  emission.  The  practice  of  burning  shop  and  other 
refuse  in  unsuitable  places,  instead  of  removal  to  the  Council’s 
Destructor,  has  also  received  attention. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  : — • 

The  one  Public  Swimming  Bath  in  the  district  is  owned 
by  the  Council.  The  pond  is  75  feet  by  25  feet,  with  a  depth 
of  4  feet  to  7  feet,  and  a  capacity  of  65,000  gallons.  The 
water  is  circulated  through  a  Paterson  Filtration  and 
Chlorination  plant,  giving  a  complete  turn  over  every  four 
hours,  and  regular  tests  of  the  water  are  made.  The  Baths 
were  erected  in  1896,  and  have  been  altered  from  time  to  time 
to  keep  abreast  of  modern  requirements. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  : — 

Council  Other 

Houses.  Houses. 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  Infested  1  5 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfested .  1  5 
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Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  or  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Council’s  staff,  the  extent  of  the  work  depending  upon  the 
needs  of  each  particular  case.  Rooms,  bedsteads,  furniture, 
etc.,  are  sprayed  with  “Zaldecide”  or  fumigated  with 
“Lawes’  Disinfestator  Blocks,”  and  the  process  is  repeated 
at  intervals  until  all  insects  and  eggs  have  been  destroyed. 
Bedding  and  clothing  are  steam  disinfested,  and  refuse  and 
unwanted  articles  are  removed  to  the  Refuse  Destructor.  The 
cleansing  of  persons  and  their  clothing  is  carried  out  by 
arrangement  with  the  Committee  of  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution.  These  cases  are  then  kept  under  observation  for 
at  least  a  year,  and  the  tenants  are  urged  to  notify  immedi¬ 
ately  if  re-infestation  occurs. 


Schools  : — 

There  are  five  Public  Elementary,  one  County  Secondary 
and  three  Private  Schools  in  the  town.  The  various  build¬ 
ings  are  in  good  sanitary  condition,  and  all  schools  are  con¬ 
nected  to  the  town  water  supply  and  sewerage  system. 


HOUSING. 

Forty-nine  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  The 
total  number  of  houses  constructed  since  1919  now  amounts  to  922, 
which  represents  33.5  per  cent,  of  the  present  housing  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  district.  During  the  latter  period  157  houses  have 
been  closed,  demolished  or  converted  to  business  or  other  pur¬ 
poses. 


The  present  need  for  houses  is  indicated  by  the  following 
up-to-date  particulars  regarding  the  applicants  on  the  Council’s 
“waiting  list.” 

Number  of  applicants  living  in  rooms .  17 

,,  ,,  working  in  district  but  living  outside  18 

,,  ,,  who  desire  accommodation  for 

health  or  other  reasons  .  88 


Total  123 


With  regard  to  the  116  houses  previously  scheduled  as  unfit 
for  habitation  (as  set  out  in  the  1934  report),  the  progress  made 
during  1937  and  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  set  out 
below  :  — 
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Position  on 
31st  Dee., 

During  1937.  1937. 

Demolished  (without  Service  or  Demolition  Order)  8  86 

Demolition  Order  served  : 

Demolished  .  0  27 

Vacated .  1  4 

Occupied  .  —  0 

Undertaking  accepted  to  close  :  — 

Closed  .  0  82 

Occupied  .  —  0 

Undertaking  accepted  to  render  fit  :  — 

Rendered  fit  .  0  17 

Work  not  completed  .  —  0 

116 


Four  houses  constructed  in  one  block,  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  served,  have  not  yet  been  demolished  as 
one  house  was  still  in  occupation  until  late  in  December.  This 
house  has  now  been  vacated,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  arrange¬ 
ments  will  be  made  for  the  demolition  of  the  property. 

Four  other  unfit  houses,  which  had  previously  been  closed, 
were  demolished  during  the  year. 

In  December  a  report  was  submitted  to  the  Council  upon  three 
houses  with  a  view  to  action  being  taken  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1986. 


1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  :  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  .  687 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,099 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  .  22 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  69 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  9 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  .  30 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .  36 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year .  Nil. 

4.  — Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  4.  Overcrowding  :  — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  . .  5 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein . .  5 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein .  44 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  9 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  11 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  90 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  case  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  .  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 

crowding  :  — 

The  conversion  of  a  parlour  house  owned  by  the  Council 
from  three  bedrooms  to  four  bedrooms  to  accommodate 
an  overcrowded  family  was  carried  out  at  a  cost  of 
,£16  17s.  8d.,  with  the  Ministry’s  approval. 


79  houses  were  measured  during  the  year,  which  together 
with  those  completed  previously,  brings  the  total  to 
2,175. 
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Certificates  giving  particulars  of  the  permitted  numbers 
based  upon  measurements  of  houses  having  been  issued 
to  owners  and  agents  for  insertion  in  rent-books,  an  in¬ 
spection  of  the  latter  was  undertaken  subsequently  and 
revealed  that  the  prescribed  Summary  of  the  Act  and 
Permitted  Numbers  had  been  inserted  in  the  rent-books 
of  1,156  houses. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply  :  — 


Trade. 


No.  on  Register. 


Cowkeepers  .  10 

Retail  Purveyors  of  milk  .  11 

Farms  and  other  Premises  •••  22 

(Number  of  milch  cows  in  district — 282). 


Seven  producers  outside  the  area  send  milk  to  retailers  for 
consumption  within  the  district. 

Four  local  producers  are  licensed  by  the  Leicestershire  County 
Council  in  respect  of  five  farms  for  the  production  of  “Accredited’ ’ 
milk. 


The  following  licences  have  been  granted  by  the  Market  Har- 
borough  Urban  District  Council  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designa¬ 
tions)  Order,  1936  :  — 

“Pasteurised”  Milk  .  1 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  (Dealers)  .  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Supplementary)  1 

Posters  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  calling  attention  to 
the  new  grades  of  milk  were  exhibited  throughout  the  district  in 
January  and  February. 

The  sampling  of  milk  from  “Accredited”  producers  is  under¬ 
taken  by  the  County  Council.  Twelve  samples  of  milk  (other 
than  “Accredited”)  as  retailed  within  the  area  have  been  collected 
and  submitted  to  the  Leicestershire  County  Council  for  Methylene 
Blue  and  Coliform  Examination.  The  results  of  the  samples 
were  : — Satisfactory  10,  Not  Satisfactory  2.  The  producers  and 
retailers  concerned  were  notified  of  the  results  of  their  respective 
samples,  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises,  and  advice  was 
given  as  to  means  of  improvement  where  found  necessary.  Three 
contraventions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  were  dealt  with  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 
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Meat  and  other  Foods  :  — 

There  are  six  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  three  belong 
to  the  Council  and  are  let  to  six  butchers,  and  three  are  privately 
owned  by  two  butchers.  A  high  standard  has  been  maintained 
in  the  quality  of  the  meat.  The  following  statement  gives  the 
number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the  number  of  condemnations  : 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

» 

Pigs. 

Number  Killed  (estimated)  . 

593 

0 

46 

2251 

966 

Number  inspected  . 

516 

— 

40 

1958 

878 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  :  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned . 

— 

1 

8 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 

8 

f 

— 

1 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  . 

1.55 

2.50 

.46 

Tuberculosis  only  :■ — 

Whole  carcases  condemned . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

1.55 

— 

2.50 

— 

.90 

Four  licences  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  were 
issued,  18  licences  renewed,  and  3  contraventions  of  the  Act  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Inspections  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  of  shops,  stores, 
stalls,  bakehouses  and  other  places  where  food  is  sold  or  prepared 
for  sale. 
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Defects  remedied  at  food  premises  : — 

Cleansing  carried  out  .  12 

Offal  and  Refuse  Removed  .  3 

Drains,  etc.,  Repaired  or  Unstopped  ...  2 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  2 

Ventilation  improved  .  2 

Food  Condemned  : — 

326  lbs.  home  killed  beef. 


448  ,, 

,,  mutton. 

87  „ 

, ,  pork . 

29i  , ,  , , 

,,  canned  food. 

Adulteration,  etc.  :  — 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  etc.,  are  administered  by  the  Lei¬ 
cestershire  County  Council. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food  :  — 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  submitted  to  the  laboratory  of  the 
Leicestershire  County  Council. 

Health  Education  :  — 

The  National  Campaign  to  encourage  the  wider  use  of  the 
Health  Services  organised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Board 
of  Education  in  conjunction  with  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education,  commenced  in  October.  According  to  programme, 
the  various  posters  supplied  were  regularly  displayed  in  public 
places  and  on  public  service  vehicles,  also  in  schools,  and  the  leaf¬ 
lets,  folders,  cards  and  bookmarks  were  distributed  as  directed. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

...  5 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

3 

Total 

Deaths. 

0 

Pneumonia  . 

...  10 

— 

0 

Puerperal  Fever . 

...  0 

0 

0 

,,  Pyrexia  . 

...  0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ••• 

...  0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

0 

0 

Age  Groups  of  Scarlet  Fever 

:— 3—  4  ... 

1 

5—10  ...  1 

10—15  ...  2 

15—20  ...  1 
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The  Scarlet  Fever  eases  were  of  the  same  very  mild  type  that 
has  been  prevalent  of  late. 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Eleven  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year.  There  were  12  deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


NEW 

CASES 

* 

DEATHS 

Age 

kespiratot  y 

Noil-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non  Respiratory 

Periods. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5 

— 

—  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 5—  25 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 — 55 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

35-45 

1 

i 

" 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

45 — 55 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

55 — 65 

) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

6 

2 

i 

5 

4 

1 

2 

CHARLES  T.  SCOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

BERNARD  G.  ELLIOTT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


